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Layer of Busan Vol. 4
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The Former Bank of Korea, Busan
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This book is a record of the former Bank of Korea, Busan, captured in 2019 and 2023.
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Layers of Silence

A massive granite wall stands at a quiet corner in Daecheong-dong. Built in 1963, this building was a
fortress for the nation. The site holds deep memories. Once the grounds of the Choryang Waegwan,
it later became the Busan headquarters of the Bank of Korea. During the Korean War, it served as a
vital base for the economy. It was the last line of defense for the country’s wealth.

In July 2013, the bank moved away. The giant vaults fell silent. For ten years, the building stayed
closed while the city decided its future. This stillness protected the fragments of the past. In 2015,
the City of Busan purchased the site to preserve it as the Busan Museum of Contemporary History.
The images here capture a moment at the end of that long silence. They show the last organized days
in 2019 and the raw demolition of 2023. Between the heavy iron doors of the underground vault and
the rough, exposed concrete, a deep solemnity remains. It is the tension felt just before a new layer
is added. This is not a guide to a finished space. It is a visual witness to the architectural beauty of a

void. It is a record of the building’s purest bones before they are covered once again.
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